
The Longest Walk: We Shall Continue 
Media Release 
 February 8, 2019 

 
The Longest Walk: We Shall Continue has been initiated to address the major threats to 
American Indian and Indigenous Peoples and Nations.  This is a spiritual Walk for all Indigenous 
Peoples and our allies.  In 1978, The Longest Walk came about as a way to confront eleven (11) 
anti-Indian bills in Congress.  This included a bill that proposed abrogating all Indian treaties.  In 
2019 we are facing a renewal of serious threats to our children, women, lands, waters, 
sovereignty, and even our Indigenous Knowledge. 
 
On February 11th we will begin with a Ceremony on Alcatraz Island, located in San Francisco 
Bay, to begin our spiritual Walk to the Washington Monument, in Washington, DC.  We have 
identified eleven (11) areas that we need to affirm, advocate, and educate about.  These are: 
 

1) Support and Protect Indian Children 
2) Honor Indigenous Women 
3) Strengthen Inherent and Indigenous Sovereignty 
4) Create an Environmental Covenant 
5) Repeal Public Law 280 and Overturn the Plenary Power Doctrine 
6) Land, Waters and Air Clean Up and Protection 
7) Treaties, Lands, and Customary Responsibilities 
8) Strengthen and Assert Spiritual Freedom and Protect Sacred Sites 
9) Protect Indigenous Knowledge 
10) Support Just Transition 
11) Confront Alcohol and Other Drugs Abuse 

 
Along the way we want to hear about issues that can be placed within these eleven themes.  We 
also want to encourage those who have been on previous Walks to share their story, as well as 
hearing from communities along the way that also have their own stories to tell. 
 
Upon arriving in Washington DC we will convene some discussion on these issues, with the 
intent of finding common ground among issues that the diversity of Indigenous Peoples Nations 
and organizations can agree upon.  It is our hope that these discussions will occur in many places 
at the same time, with distributed actions, and that we will network all of them together into an 
addition to The Longest Walk Manifesto.  Because of the significant threats to our Peoples, 
many of our actions are in reaction to what nation-states and corporations do to us.  These 
important defensive actions have played a major role in preserving what we still have.  Our hope 
in finding common ground on some of these issues is that we can collectively engage in strategic 
thinking and coordinating amongst ourselves.  No matter what is placed in our way, no matter 
what attacks happen, no matter how difficult things may be…We Shall Continue. 
 
For more information: longestwalk2019@gmail.com 


