
Montana Two-Spirit Society-Letter of Support of the Indigenous Peoples March on 1.18.19  

Date: January 10, 2019
The Montana Two-Spirit Society, Our Royalty Mr. Montana Shane Ortega and Ms. Montana 
Buffalo Barbie, stand with the Indigenous Peoples March on 1.18.19 and the collective of 
activists, organizers, tribal leaders, social entrepreneurs, artists, educators, innovators and change 
makers who are working to build the collective power of indigenous peoples, and communities 
and Nations.  We are honored to be a part the Indigenous Peoples March, which will be the first 
international march of its kind to unite Indigenous Peoples. 
The Montana Two Spirit Society formed in 1996 through a joint effort by Pride Inc. (Montana’s 
LGBT advocacy organization) and the Montana Gay Men’s Task Force to conduct an 
annual Two Spirit Gathering.  Over the years, the gathering has grown from a handful of 
participants to nearly 100s from not only Montana but surrounding states as well.  Tribes from 
all over the nations are represented at the Gathering held annually in August (2019 dates are 
TBA).

Our Mission

The mission of the Montana Two Spirit Society is to advocate and educate the Montana LGBTI 
community and general community about Two Spirit issues, traditional medicine, histories and 
traditions.  We promote health, wellness and spiritual well-being by sharing our traditions with 
one another, healing past wounds, and learning new ways to combat disease.  We also outreach 
and build alliances and coalitions with other community based organizations to increase visibility 
of the Two Spirit and Native LGBTI community and restore our traditions.

Over the years, the Montana Two Spirit Society has brought more awareness about two spirit and 
Native LGBT issues by:


 Marching at LGBT Pride parades
 Hosting the International Two Spirit Gathering
 Conducting workshops and presentations at conferences, summits and retreats
 Attending similar Two Spirit gatherings around the country and internationally
 Networking with other Two Spirit societies and Native LGBT groups
 Collaborating with LGBT organizations such as Western MT Gay & Lesbian Community 

Center, Pride Network, APAIT, LA Indigenous Pride and Pride Foundation

The Two-spirit societies and our royalty are front-line ambassadors who walk-in-between the 
realities of indigenous life and western culture. They hold and carry the medicine forward. They 
deeply understand the balance of the spiritual, the masculine and feminine. They take action to 
make a reality for all our nations by fulfilling the responsibilities of their sacred role. This can be 
via community impact projects, rallies, military service, crafts, educational conferences, holding 
and participation in ceremonies and other community events. These societies and ambassadors help 
the circle of unity come fully in to shape by reminding others of the traditional teachings before 
colonization. The values associated with healthy masculinity, respect of our indigenous womxn, 
care-taking of elders and youth, warrior skills, medicine and ceremonial duties are all just a small 



part of the role as a traditional two-spirit person. These responsibilities will aide the collective 
strength which will build the new world. One of equity and harmony for the next seven generations. 
We are honored and deeply grateful to serve the nations of indigenous people in this way. We must 
be the share the flame. It has to be carried amongst the people so they can see the way back. We 
must stand ready by the fire to extend our hands to create the larger circle. The one tribe of many. 
“For we are all related, the Earth is our Mother” Aho. 

With Support,
Montana Two-Spirit Society 
Shane Ortega, Mr. Montana Two-Spirit


