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FRIENDS OF KUNTANAWA  

Letter of Support of the Indigenous Peoples March on 1.18.19   

We ( FRIENDS OF KUNTANAWA ) stand with the Indigenous Peoples March on 
1.18.19 and the collective of activists, organizers, tribal leaders, social entrepreneurs, 
artists, educators, innovators and changemakers who are working to build the 
collective power of indigenous peoples, and communities and Nations.  We are 
honored to be a part the Indigenous Peoples March, which will be the first 
international march of its kind to unite Indigenous Peoples.  

We are friends of the Kuntanawa tribe and represent Haru & Hayra Kuntanawa in 
the United States and their work with the social organization of the Kuntanawa 
people, (the Ascak Association) that advocates the rights and interests of the 
collective.  

Haru and Hayra are the leaders of the Kuntanawa tribe of Acre Brazil,  and have 
played a fundamental role in the process of demarcating the ancestral territory of 
the Kuntanawa tribe. As an indigenous political leaders, Haru is active in the 
political struggle of indigenous rights, environmental and cultural preservation of 
the peoples of the Amazon. He is the founder of the young environmental collective 
of the Juruá River Valley in 2005, a youth-based organization addressing social and 
environmental issues. Haru was in the UN, with the Cacique (Chief) Raoni leader of 
the Kayapó people, of Xingu. In their search of support and to defend the forest and 
their people from the corruption of companies such as timber, mining, contractors 
of hydroelectric and against the agri-businesses that destroy and devastate the 
most important land in the world Amazon. 

We are working to build awareness and resources in the US to help protect the 
plants of the Amazon and to support the work of Haru & Hayra Kuntanawa to heal 
and educate the indigenous people and his work in bringing people together in 
ceremony of oneness that transforms geographical borders. We believe this form of 
healing will help the people connect with their roots to the earth and awaken the 
conscience to live in harmony with the rest of the world. 



Our respect for indigenous peoples and the collective consciousness of oneness will 
help facilitate unity and bring in momentous energy for collective healing and 
change. Currently the most dire need amongst this tribe is access to clean drinking 
water. Their water sources have been contaminated by mining and like many 
around the world access to clean drinking water is not available. As interested 
parties in a global coalition we would like to collaborate to help facilitate 
sustainable living for all and are especially interested in supporting efforts for 
access to clean drinking water for survival as this is a dire an immediate need. 

We are honored to march with you and look forward to joining you on Friday 
January 18th, 2019. 

 

With Support and in solidarity, 

 

Norah Holsten  
norahholsten@gmail.com (404) 491-9913 
www.norahh.com 

& Catherine Adunni 
catadunni@gmail.com (404) 919-2921 
https://www.facebook.com/Motherjaguar/ 
 
For more information of Kuntanawa visit: http://www.kuntanawa.org 

 

 

 

mailto:norahholsten@gmail.com
http://www.norahh.com/
mailto:catadunni@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Motherjaguar/
http://www.kuntanawa.org/

