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Topics of Interest: Decolonization, Deconstructing Whiteness, Indigenous Feminism, 

Indigenous Media, Media and Documentary film as a form of Advocacy, Environmental 

Advocacy, Youth Empowerment, Wilderness and Mental Health, Indigenous Traditional 

Knowledge, Indigenous Eco-Tourism 

Areas of Experience: Decolonial Education, Indigenous Filmmaking, Cross-cultural healing, 

Environmental Activism, Curriculum development, The politReconciliationliation, Leadership 

Training, Sexual Violence Prevention  

Nikki Sanchez is a Pipil/Maya and Irish/Scottish academic, Indigenous media maker and 

environmental educator. Nikki holds a masters degree in Indigenous Governance and is 

presently completing a Ph.D. with a research focus on emerging visual media technology as it 

relates to Indigenous ontology. She is currently overseeing the first ever Indigenous Storyteller 

edition with Telus STORYHIVE; a project to provide funding and mentorship for 30 emerging 

Indigenous filmmakers in BC and Alberta. For the past two years, Nikki has been the David 

Suzuki Foundation’s "Queen of Green" (queenofgreen.ca) where her work centered on 

environmental journalism, social media and digital media creation to provide sustainable 

solutions for a healthy planet, as well as content creation to bring more racial and gender 

inclusivity into the environmental movement. As an Indigenous media maker, Nikki's most 

recent project is the 8-part documentary VICELAND series “RISE” focused on global Indigenous 

resurgence. RISE was debuted at Sundance in February 2017 and has received global critical 

acclaim, recently winning "best documentary" at the Canadian screen awards. Along with 

working as a wilderness guide and environmental educator in Nuu-chah-nulth territory of 

Clayoquot Sound for over 10 years, Nikki has also been teaching and facilitating decolonization 

and anti-oppression training for the past five years for universities, corporations, and NGOs. 

She is the creator and director of "Decolonize Together" a collective of Indigenous women who 

offer decolonial and inclusivity workshops and curriculum creation. Nikki is also a TEDx speaker, 

who's most recent presentation was entitled "Decolonization is for Everyone".  

 

http://queenofgreen.ca/

