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January 8, 2019 
Letter of Support of the Indigenous Peoples March on 1.18.19   
 
Native Americans in Philanthropy stands with the Indigenous Peoples March on 1.18.19 and the 
collective of activists, organizers, tribal leaders, social entrepreneurs, artists, educators, 
innovators and changemakers who are working to build the collective power of Indigenous 
Peoples, communities and Nations.  We are honored to be a part of the Indigenous Peoples 
March, which will be the first international march of its kind to unite Indigenous Peoples.  
 
Native Americans in Philanthropy engages, educates and empowers a sacred circle of 
Indigenous Peoples and philanthropies to create healthy and sustainable communities for all. 
Historically, NAP has supported flagship program areas — educating philanthropy, enhancing 
Native nonprofit leadership, and investing in data and research — to drive philanthropic 
investments to achieve this vision. We have also recently adopted a bolder stance towards 
supporting advocacy and movement building as vital components  of making positive and long-
term impact in our communities. 
 
The Truth and Healing Movement (THM) is a core part of the next phase of our cross -
movement work.  THM centers on an educational and transformational exercise called The 
Blanket Exercise, a “unique, participatory history lesson – developed in collaboration with 
Indigenous elders, knowledge keepers and educators – that fosters truth, understanding, 
respect and reconciliation among Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.” Over the next year, 
Native Americans in Philanthropy will also lead Regional Convenings, Healing Circles, Racial 
Healing Dinners and Cultural Learning Tours for Native people and non-Natives who wish to join 
and support the healing work across Indian Country and in American society. 
 
It is our hope that you and your organization will join us in this very important work to 
acknowledge and lift up the truth related to Indigenous history and present-day stories of 
resilience. We invite you also to partner with us to expose the incredible healing work of 
already happening, and support future healing efforts for Native peoples and non-Native 
peoples. 
 
Wopila (deep gratitude in Lakota), 

 
Sarah Eagle Heart, CEO 

Native Americans in Philanthropy 


